Christmas 2013
Dear family and friends,
We had a blessed 2013 with family and friends. Happy to share a few highlights here!
In February, we met Sally’s daughter Kelly’s family in Mesquite for Ashlee’s soccer
tournament. Grandpa Mark had time to go on a 4WD trip with grandson Max. It was an
adventure(!) for both of them.
12-year-old Ashlee is a good, tough defender on her soccer team!
(She was 11 here.)
Max & Grandpa
Sally still enjoys teaching English as a Second Language and
Citizenship classes. Her ESL students of 4 years became
Ashlee Roundy (#17)
citizens of the United States in February! Yay Raul & Elvira!
April: Delighted to have Sally’s niece Teresa and her two
children Heather and Derek visit which included a trip to
Disneyland!
Elvira, Uncle Sam and Raul
Disneyland
Later in April, Sally and Mark took a trip to visit Mark’s sister,
Diane, in Aliquippa. It was a combination family trip and a trip to the famous York, PA
model train swap meet.
We visited Mark’s cousin Carlo Iasella and his family in Pittsburgh.
Carlo Iasella & Mark
We headed out to eastern PA for the model train part of the trip.
The first stop was a large model layout called Roadside
America in Shartlesville, PA. This layout dates from the
1940's. In the model train world, it is renowned.
Roadside America
The Choo-Choo Barn in Strasburg, PA was the next stop, also a large layout but dates
only from the early 1960's.

Choo-Choo Barn

The National Toy Train Museum, also in Strasburg, is run by the largest model train
organization in the world, the Train Collectors Association. The TCA Eastern Division
puts on a giant model train swap meet twice a year in York - that was the actual purpose
of this trip. Mark attended that swap meet for two days - He couldn’t take any photos
because cameras aren’t allowed at the meet.
Sally took the two days to visit several Amish attractions in the
area.

National Toy Train
Museum

Amish Country

After Sally returned to California, Mark and his sister, Diane, went to a Pittsburgh
Penguins game. Diane is an avid Steelers, Pirates, and Penguins fan. This is a brand new
arena (replaced the Civic Arena - The Igloo) and it was the first trip there for both Mark
and Diane.

Penguin’s game

Finally Mark got around to cleaning a garage but it’s the garage at
his family home in Aliquippa PA, not his own garage in California.
Before - mostly furniture and appliances belonging to Mark’s sister
Diane. When she moved back into the house about 15 years ago, her
stuff went into the garage. Now there is room for more “junque.”
Before

After

We’re proud of our 13-year-old granddaughter, Hailey, who spends
hours working on her gymnastics skills. We attended a few of her
“meets” this year in and around San Diego County. Way to go,
Hailey!

After 22 years of service, Mark sold his
1992 BMW 325i. It was not worth much
after all those years and it needed several
thousand dollars of repairs.

Hailey Rones

1992 BMW Sold
Sally has had a Prius for several years and Mark really liked it so he
bought a used 2010 for his daily driver. Gets much better gas mileage than his Jeep and he
can use the Prius to cart around his bicycle to rides.
2010 Prius
This year it was Austin’s turn to take his “10-year-old” trip with Grandma. He wanted to go
to New York City to see the Statue of Liberty. We arrived just a bit early to actually go on
the island as the Statue was being renovated after Hurricane Sandy, but we did take a harbor
cruise and went right up next to it. (It opened two days after we left NY.) Austin’s
favorite? The HUGE Toys-R-Us in Times Square!

Austin Rones
Sally treated Mark’s to a 65th birthday trip to Idyllwild. We stayed in a nice (and empty)
B&B and did a few hikes into the mountains.
Idyllwild, CA

In September we traveled to Mesa, AZ to visit Kevin, Anastasia and Anabella in their new
house! Mark had never been to Chuck-e-Cheese, so Anabella was showing him what to do.

Sally and Kim celebrated Kim’s 40th birthday with a 4-day
Princess Cruise. It began in LA, went up to Santa Barbara,
down to Ensenada, MX and back up to LA. We had a great
time!

Anabella Bilsland

Sally and daughter,
Kim
We ended the year with another soccer tournament, this time it was Alyssa’s team in San
Diego! 14-year-old Alyssa played great, even in the rain with a cold!!
Alyssa Roundy

Sally’s three kids - two in person (Kim and Kelly)- one via Skype (Kevin). This was
Thanksgiving.

Sally’s kids

Olde Computer Consultants - remnants of a group that used to exist
and that Mark used to belong to. Those of us left in town still try to
meet every other month to talk about computers. Only four showed
up at the Dec 2013 dinner. Only one of the four was still working.
Wes Hilton & Mark
Johnson

Dan Covill & Mark

Sally has fun playing piano duets with her friend, Miriam Kirk, for 2 hours almost every Wednesday morning. For
a “Christmas musical gift” please go to http://www.silogic.com/duet.html and enjoy Sally and Miriam playing “Jesus,
Oh, What a Wonderful Child.” We’re not professionals, but we sure have fun!
We send our wishes for a wonderful Christmas,

markd@silogic.com
sadi@silogic.com
As always, you can read more at http://www.silogic.com/

