
Christmas 2016

Dear family and friends,

2016 was a pretty quiet year. Sally is still going to
Zumba and working out in her exercise room. Mark is
riding his bicycle. Here he is leading a ride for his
cycling group. Yes, it was Mark and seven women on
this ride.

We have had a small pop-up tent trailer for
about 10 years. We outgrew it, sold it and
bought a larger (but still pretty small) travel
trailer.  Its much more comfortable than the
tent trailer. We found it on-line and drove to
Northern California to pick it up. The summer
was occupied with trailer trips to Kaysville, UT,
Santee, CA and Long Beach, CA. At right is
the Kaysville merged family of Sally's
daughter, Kelly – 8 kids – soon to be 9!.

On the way back home from
Kaysville we stopped in Las Vegas
and found a fish restaurant for
dinner.



Mark continues his volunteer work as a Docent at
Palomar Observatory and Sally volunteers teaching
English as a Second Language and preparing
immigrants for their citizenship interviews. Here is Sally
and her co-teacher along with two new citizens.

Sally's niece, Teresa, visited and we spent a day in
Palm Springs. Here is a photo of Sally at the top of
Mount San Jacinto. Yes, it was summer time and
yes, it was cold.

In June, we rented a house in Idylwild for a weekend and
went there with Sally's sisters, Sue and Mary and brother-in-
law, Ron. It was Sue’s 70th birthday celebration.

Hiking crew at right, chief cook and bottle washer at left, and
the three sisters descending the grand staircase.



October found us in Aliquippa, PA
visiting Mark's sisters, Diane and
Patricia. Besides spending time with
relatives, Mark and Diane took in a
Steelers’ game (they lost!).  We were
pretty high up and got a good view of
everything going on. Here comes
Diane following me up into "peanut
heaven."

Mark also took a side trip to York, PA,
the location of the largest model train
meet in world.

One evening while in PA, we 
visited with DiNardo and del 
Tonto cousins near Pittsburgh. 
Dave DiNardo's grandfather 
and Diane del Tondo's 
grandfather were from the 
same town in Italy as Mark's 
grandfather. That's Dave in the 
foreground.

A Thanksgiving surprise saw Kelly and husband, Steven, show
up unexpectedly from UT (but Mark knew all along). After
dinner, the Christmas tree went up. Here are granddaughter,
Hailey and son-in-law Steven hard at work.



Fires over the summer and fall came within a few miles of
the house. Fortunately nothing big. Most fires start at the
edge of the freeway. Fires in the remote regions of Camp
Pendelton are caused by artillery training. This fire was
about two miles from our house. Sally was in Temecula
when the fire started and the freeway was closed. A usual
half hour drive, it took her 4 hours to get home!

As the new year starts, we have high hopes for a very rainy winter and a not quite so hot 
summer in 2017.

Merry Christmas to you 
and yours!

markd@silogic.com
sadi@silogic.com

As always, you can read more at http://www.silogic.com/
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